
THE challenges facing Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun Openg as Sarawak’s 
Chief Minister are unprecedented. As none of his predecessors have had to 
deal with the obstacles of leading an ‘opposition state’, Sarawak’s sixth Chief 
Minister has had to dig deep and dream bigger to ensure the state’s continued 
progress. 

Driven by the slogan ‘Sarawak First’, Abang Johari has proven himself to be 
a fighter. He has led Gabungan Parti Sarawak steadfastly and has held the 
course in spite of the unrelenting attempts to derail the state’s ruling coalition.

Last year, Sarawak made tremendous strides under Abang Johari’s 
leadership. From the effort at restoring the state’s rights as enshrined under 
the Malaysia Agreement 1963, to securing Sarawak’s oil and gas resources, 
and even in developing a digital economy, Abang Johari’s motivations are 
obvious – the people of Sarawak. 

In this special supplement today, we look at the milestones during Abang 
Johari’s third year as Chief Minister and the journey he has charted ahead for 
Sarawak.

Excellence
Steering Sarawak to

Whether he is addressing the common folk at one of his town hall sessions or 
delivering speeches at international forums, you can always expect Datuk Patinggi 

Abang Johari Tun Openg to speak from the heart particularly on issues that concern 
Sarawak and its people. The Chief Minister is also not one to shy away from tough 

questions from reporters, fielding them with tact and finesse. Here are some notable 
remarks from Abang Johari as reported by The Borneo Post last year:

In his own words

I would like to tell you again, 
GPS has le�  BN because it has 
learnt a lesson. Now we have 
graduated. A� er 56 years, we 

have graduated and we can be on 
our own to look a� er Sarawak. 

November 16 - Opening Gabungan Parti Sarawak 
convention in Kuching

We did not ask for the 
20 per cent (oil) royalty. 

Pakatan (Harapan) 
promised the 20 per cent 

(oil royalty).
September 28 - Commenting on Tun Dr 

Mahathir Mohamad’s remark that the demand 
for 20 per cent oil royalty by Sarawak and 

Sabah is ‘not workable’

This year alone, the Sarawak 
government has channelled 

RM30 million to the people of 
diff erent religions through Unifor 

as part of its eff orts to help the 
non-Muslims. Such assistance 
does not exist in other parts of 

the country; some of them (states) 
even wanted to emulate the way 

we are doing things.
October 12 - Referring to Sarawak’s Unit for Other Religions 

(Unifor) in his speech at the 83rd birthday celebration of Yang 
di-Pertua Negeri Tun Pehin Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud in Miri

If we want to get out of 
our dependence on natural 

resources, we need to be 
part of the digital economy, 

which has been growing 
exponentially and it is a
global economy creating 
millionaires by the day. 

September 27 - Keynote address titled 
‘Unlocking the potential of digital economy

for Sarawak’ at the Immersive 
Learning Summit in Italy
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My record as state legislative assembly 
member for 38 years or since 1981 and 34 years 

since 1984 as member of the state cabinet, is 
witness of my integrity and that of my family 

members. I fear no one, but I fear God.
November 13 - Refuting allegations against him and members of his family.

Do not forget that Sarawak 
has contributed signifi cantly 

to the national economic 
growth as well as to the 

federal government’s coff ers 
in terms of collection of taxes 
and revenue from oil and gas 

over the past 50 years.
November 4 - Reacting to Sarawak’s RM4.4 billion 
allocation for development under the RM56 billion 

2020 Federal Budget

The federal government does 
not use this (kind of) car. 
We are the fi rst one in the 

Southeast Asia region, and 
we are using this (kind of) 

car as part of a research and 
development process. What 

is important is the use of 
hydrogen. It is zero emission. 

If we can use this, we can 
convert our (water) resources 

to hydrogen and clean our 
environment.

October 23 - Responding to questions from the press 
on the hydrogen car driven by him to the Sarawak 

Invention, Innovation and Design Expo 2019

When I talk, when the GPS 
ministers talk, we will 

implement and we are not 
‘pembulak’ (liars). GPS will 

plan our development based on 
our own mould, like baking a 

cake. So we have to protect via 
GPS, local Sarawak leaders will 

take care of Sarawakians.
September 29 - Launching GPS Tatau (Tamin and 

Kakus) and the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
construction of Jalan Baru Tatau to Kuala Tatau  

We want to make Sarawak 
as the most developed 
and high-income state 
by 2030. Therefore, all 
of our movements and 
preparations must be 

determined to reach the level 
we are aiming for by 2030.

December 7 - Opening the state-level
Youth Day Celebration in Miri

When Petronas 
operates in Canada, 
they have to comply 

with Canadian law and 
so when they operate 

in Sarawak, they must 
comply with Sarawak 

law; it’s as simple as 
that. If you breach the 

law, then the law has to 
take its course.

October 8 - Responding to a question 
from the audience during the Business 

Engagement Session organised by
Sarawak Business Federation

There is the possibility 
that the issue of 

unemployment among 
youths is directly related 

to the salary of foreign 
workers, expatriates and 

international students 
who are permi� ed to 
work including those 

who carry out illegal and 
unregulated businesses. 

The issue of unemployment 
is a worrying trend, and it 

should be studied seriously 
by all relevant parties to 
identify the causes that 

need to be addressed 
and subsequently fi nd 

solutions.
December 15 - Addressing the Sarawak

Socso Employment Insurance 
System (EIS) Job Carnival 2019

Investors do not simply come 
with their money to invest; before 
they come they must have studied 
the strength and potential of our 

economy, and other non-economic 
factors like political and social 

stability. With a clear economic 
policy direction and a big reserve, 

Sarawak has a strong fi nancial 
standing and I do believe these are 

the factors that have prompted 
BECA and Sinopec to consider 

investing in Sarawak.
June 10 -  Speaking at the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the state government, Beijing

BECA Sci-Tech Co Ltd and Sinopec Engineering
Incorporation on the proposed development of an

integrated oil and gas complex in Lawas

One day, during this new era, women 
in Sarawak can lead the state because 

during the digital era, it is no longer 
gender-biased and neither (will it be) 
racial-biased. I may be wrong, but it 
is the future because the landscape 

has changed, because we are no 
longer in the old ways, because we are 
exposed to information – everybody is 

exposed to new technology.
August 24 - Opening the Women’s Leadership Training Programme 

Loans are our right in the 
Federal Constitution. The 

federal government is obligated 
to giving grants and loans to 
all the states in Malaysia, as 

is wri� en in the Constitution. 
Even so, Sarawak doesn’t have 

any debts with the federal 
government, and any loans that 

we have, we pay on the dot.
August 25 - Speaking at Lundu’s 

‘Berambeh Ngan Abang Jo’ town hall session
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